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PART TEN

HORTI
MALABARICI

concerning

HERBS AND THEIR DIVERSE SPECIES

Expressed in Latin, Malabaric, Arabic, Brahmanic characters and names
Along with accurate description of Flowers, Fruits, Seeds, sketched in their natural size,
mentioning colours and inner powers

Adorned by
The Most Noble and Generous D.D.

HENRY vaN RHEDE ToT DRAKESTEIN

Chief Ruler of Meydrecht, at one time Governor of Malabar Kingdom, Extraordinary Senator of the
Supreme Council among the Indian Belgians Known by the name of the illustrious nominee of the
Equestrian Order of the most powerful Ultrajectine Province assigned,

Put in order and Latin style touched up by
ABRAHAM a POOT M.D.

With explanatory notes, & illustrated with commentaries by

JOANNES COMMELINUS
Senator Amsterdam Republic, Prefect, Medicinal Garden

Printed at Amsterdam
With the expenses met by the widow of John van Someren,
Heir of John van Dyck & Henry & Widow of Theodore Boom.
In the year 1690.
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TO THE MOST GENEROUS NOBLE MAN

D. HENRICO de UTENHOVE,

The Lord of Ameliswaert, in Munnikenland, etc. Assigned with ranks
of dignity of Trajectina Diocese; Military Tribune, also
Vice Governor of the State Sylva Ducen.

Of this I am witness: your constancy in loving friends does not allow

me to doubt about your love to me. Our kinship of birth, much more
on partnership in the administration of the college in our Republic, long
standing friendship nourished by great religious faith, the common
responsibilities we undertook, all this held both of us close together. I am
now dwelling far away from there in remote region on earth warmed up by
the hot sun. In these parts of the world I live, as sent from there. But even in
these circumstances [ hold your friendship as most sacred. Indeed even
dwelling as I am in the antipodes I very often nourish my mind with the
recollection of that friendship. Your image is always before my view. That is a
means of tempering the weariness of long and tedious journey, the oppressive
cares which I have suffered to be imposed on me for public good and of the
Province. As a pledge of my singular and perpetual devotedness to you I
send you the tenth part of Hortus Malabaricus.

l ong distances of time and place does not break real friendship.
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PART TEN OF

THE MALABAR GARDENS
ON

HERBS
AND THEIR DIFFERENT SPECIES

Sjasmin

FiG. 1

=g HE branches of this plant are round, dark-green, hairy, woody,
%3 provided with a humid (moist) green pith in the middle.

Leaves arise on short, dark green, hairy peduncles, are oblongly

cuspidate-heart shaped, serrate, slightly hairy, a little rough,
on one side deeply green and shining, on the other of more dilute and light
(colour), like those of Belluren; with a mid-rib provided with two lateral ribs;
of no taste and smell.

Flowers arise in twos, threes, many may be clustered together from above the
origin of leaves, on oblong, round, very hairy, green petioles, are five petalled,
spread out in level, (horizontally) thickly fleshy, bordering on red-lead
(colour), shining on the inside towards the centre and on the outer surface of
the petals. The style, emerging from the middle of the thalamus, is fleshy, at
definite intervals surrounded by short, slender, red stamens, the heads of
which are yellow, at the top provided with a Penicillus (brush) of five red
filaments, which are provided with red-purple heads; are clasped with a hairy
calyx, made of five oblong, cuspidate leaves, which surround the flower tightly
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HorTUus MALABARICUS - VoL 10

and of five or seven more narrow, dark-green and less oblong ones; without
any smell. The buds are conical and reddish.

Green globules follow the flowers: beset with very short hairs, striated to the
top with five sutures. In there are more or less fifteen seeds, mutually separated

from each other by partition walls, which arise (run out) from parts among
the intermediary sutures where the globules are more green, in each locule

2
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HorTUs MarLaBARICUS - VoL ]g

open themselves into five leaflets, which when opened there appear five red
stamens with their long, white or yellow apices (heads), and with these the
red, slender style, tipped (capped) at the top.

EI/,[;,Z&L_ Coune £,

U Be KoL mS

Fig. 3
Fruits which are attached many together to a common green, and first
yellowish petiole, are round and pillar-like in shape, with a plain and broader
tip, first dark-green, more dark-green towards the tip, when mature turning
10 red, which tip is provided with a round, red broad navel, is with an eye in the
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FIC. 4

#g| HIS also grows on trees; differs from the first in flowers and
(8| leaves; for, the leaves are smaller and more narrow, still

3| narrower towards the petiole, anteriorly cuspidate, dense in

5| texture, with a more level surface, of dark-green colour; the

few ribs obscurely run down the lower part.

Flowers are attached here and there to the nodes of shoots by means of short
reddish peduncles, are composed of a green neck, later turning red towards
the bottom, with a more narrow, oblong head, which is first green, then turns
white more and more, finally becomes wholly white, which having been split
into five filaments or narrow leaflets, give out five red stamens, provided
with long, erect, green-yellow apices and with the slender style knobbed at
the top, turns red; the flowers split themselves first on the inside towards the
neck and appear as windowed with the head and the bottom part of the neck
not yet open; from a light touch on the head (thalamus) they unfold and
spread out into leaves with a force, and they curve forcefully towards the
outside in a ring-like manner and thus they belong to the mimosas.
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HoRrRTUS

d that this plant, with its branches
and unites with it so tightly,
an extend that in one and

viscid, sticking milk. Besides, it is to be note
of Kasjan, adheres

creeping over the branches
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Fig. 5
the same tree two kinds of flowers and fruits are seen, namely that of the tree
and of this small plant. The leaves of this very tree are with an oblong narrow
tip, thick and solid in texture. Fruits in racemes, are round and yellowish
provided with a deep navel at the top, contains in themselves a round, rathelZ

18 large seed, the kernel of which is green.

|
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HorTUS MaALABARICUS - VoL 10

the inside; for the rest are small, five petalled, erect, emerging from spiked
calyces; of first from bluish or purple-red, next white yellowish; without

smell. In the middle is the slender style, bifid on the upper part, coming out
from a case.

The seeds which along with the flowers arise in capsules or rather spiked
heads, are oblong-round and slender, with the lower part by which they are
attached to the mouth of the calyx or the base of the head, cuspidate, have
an eye at the top;: to which the flowers with their calyces are attached and
from it they give out five white slender stamens; and are first white, then
yellowish, finally ash-red. Flowers once every year, almost in December, grows

only during the rainy season, rarely in summer except in wet, irrigated and
shady places.

It is propagated not only by its seed, but also from round, thick, hard and
woody appendage, which grows adnate to the root.

(Its Uses)

Crushed with cumim in sour milk and taken, stops the flow of stomach especially
dysentery, colic of intestines and swellings of stomach; with sugar added, it is
an anti-melancholic. Cooked leaves are given with effect to those who are
suffering from spilling of blood; a decoction from the root and leaves removes
dysuria (difficulty or pain in passing urine).

27
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Flowers arise in clusters in small, rigid, round, light green shoots, which
come out from above the origin of the foliaceous shoot-lets or also among
the leaves above their origins, and these are attached to short and very slender

e i« petalled, of light green colour,
: are small buds, five or six pe , of : :
{)Edun?fvsl,li?: fo?our' in these are five or six stamens with their red apices,
t O g . . ”
8 t?e:;ing at the top the style with its knob; of foul smell.
3
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Fig. 17

64

HorTUus MALABARICUS - VoL ]

C-%gy,,)mf.my@ z

.66)63-.2:635&732@3@«1 nt

Ll liguos Lo lell o

Py

Blumea eriantha DC. in Wight, Contrib. Bot. India |5. 1834; Randeria,
Blumea 10: 279. 1960 [ASTERACEAE].

Manja-adeca-manjen Rheede, Hort. Malab. |0: 33, t.17. 1690.

The name Manjacha adakkamaniyan [Malayalam script on t. I7] is not used
for this species now but s for Grangea maderaspatana; manjacha (from manja)
means yellow and adakkamaniyam means resembling a small betel nut
(reference to the yellow dense capitulum). No Malayalam name is currently

available for this species. It occurs on lateritic and sandy (hardened soil) slopes
and in the uplands of Malabar.
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Fig. 19
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Fig. 22

82

(Its Uses)

The juice pressed out from each part of this plant and smeared with the oil
of Indian nut, removes itches. With the water dripped (pressed out) from the
root a drink is prepared against fever accompanying epilepsy, provided against
that famous disease called Pitao.

|
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e I - » giving out a bifid from white to yellow style with a bl k
surrounded by sm: . : A style with a black thec:
y small, green, cuspidate leaves, are clasped by a cal leu’
: y a calyx of ten

cuspidate, green leaves.

Fig. 41
Numerous seeds are contained in the round, plain head, are oblong-narrow,
smooth, somewhat convex, cuspidate towards one side, with the thicker part
bent upwards, receiving the feet of cyathia in their eyes (holes) with their
interspersed leaves, are first white and light green then dark-green, and finally
150 ash-grey, in the length on both sides covered with a slightly purple fringe. In

Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




Scanned by CamScanner



Scanned by CamScanner




HorTUS MALABARICUS - VoL 10

accumulation of watery fluid in any part of the body), removing leprosy,
harmful gas and consumption; w hen swallowed with Ginger, pepperand sugar

corrects immoderate bile, removes c|)i|('|).\_\‘, mania and soothes the acuteness

ol coma.

p—
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Fig. 63
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